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WHAT IS AN APOSTLE?
When Jesus was on the earth,  

He called 12 men to be His  
special helpers and witnesses. 

They were called Apostles. He has 
called Apostles to be His special 

helpers and witnesses today. They 
testify of Jesus Christ to the whole 

world. Elder Oaks is an Apostle.

Elder Oaks and his younger brother  
and sister were raised by their mother 
after their father died.

After his father died, his mother became ill. 
Dallin was lonely and sad and didn’t do very well in school. 

That changed when his wonderful fifth-grade teacher, Pearl Shaffer, 
helped him to learn and have confidence.

From “Strengthened by the Atonement of Jesus Christ,” Ensign, Nov. 2015, 61–64.

Why is the Savior’s 
Atonement 

important?

A N S W E R S  F R O M  A N  A P O S T L E

From Elder  
Dallin H. Oaks
Of the Quorum 
of the Twelve 
Apostles

As part of His Atonement,  
Jesus suffered challenges of every 

kind so He could know how  
to help us feel better when we  

are sad or struggling.

It also made it possible 
for us to be clean from our 

sins if we repent.

Our Savior’s Atonement made  
resurrection possible so all of us 

will live again after we die.

He understands our  
pain and suffering, and  

He is there for us.

Jesus Christ can help 
and strengthen  

anyone who asks.
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Before he became an Apostle, he was a 
law professor, the president of Brigham 
Young University, and then a judge.

Meet  
Elder Dallin H. 

Oaks

He married June Dixon, and they  
had six children. June died of cancer,  

and later, he 
married Kristen 
McMain.

In high school he played 
basketball and football.

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/10/strengthened-by-the-atonement-of-jesus-christ?lang=eng

